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Reflections on Daytona
Beach 2004

A record number of
studentsand '
sponsorsgathered
thisyear in Daytona
for SgmaTau
Ddta sNationd
Conference. We
wereat thetail end Elizabeth Suergiu

of spring break, inthe heart of spring break
county and through that it was my pleasureto
notethesincerity and commitment of al our
members. Breakout sessonswerewidey
attended, often with standing room only.
Paperscovered avast range of topicsyet
every onewasoriginal, organized, and thought
provoking.

Our speakersadded aspecia element
to the conference. Former US poet laureate
Billy Collinspresided withwhat wasamost
literary sovereignty, Sarah Vowel | infused
spectatorswith her lively, witty, and often
irreverent goodwill, and Scott Morristruthful
artistry evoked genuine and meaningful thought
andfeeling. | would liketothank all of our
speakerson behdf of the organization, the
student membership, and also mysdlf, for their
contributionto making thisasuccesstul
conferenceand for their persona commitment
tothosewho wishtofollow thetrailsthey
blaze.

Someimportant eventscharacterized
thisconference. On Saturday night students
and sponsors present at the Banquet saw the
passing of thetorch asDr. Beth Demeo
stepped down and President-Elect Dr. Kevin
Stemmler wassworninto office. Thisyear dso
saw theretiring of Jeannie Clegg, alongtime
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Get All the Digital World
has to Offer
by Elizabeth Suergiu

Networking isoneof the central elementsof
being inan honor society. Inthespirit of
keeping-in-touch, the Southern Gazette
would liketo present your guidetojust afew
featuresonthethe SigmaTau Deltawebsite
www.english.org.

TheBulletin Board (http://
www.english.or g/cgi-bin/yabb/YaBB.pl)
Thisfeatures33 different themed discussions
ontopicsranging fromlocal chapter
concerns, to regional updates, to general
guestionsabout grammar, English, and
literature.

Continued on page 2

A Word from the Regent

Greetingsfromyour Regent:

We'redl il pretty excited about the
convention, whichtook placeinour region
last month. Asyou know, weredlly try to
vary our conferencesites(last year
Cincinnati, next year Kansas City), but this
wasthefirg timein my memory that we
convened in my own state of Florida. Weall
had achanceto stroll up and downthe
beach, acting out the conventiontheme, “a
pleasant walk, apleasant talk.”

We can be proud of all themembers
inour regionwho waked away with
scholarshipsand awards. Theseareadll listed
at thewebsite and some of the convention-
theme essaysare even published there. | was
really happy to see our region sowell
represented at the convention (you al
becomevisibleasagroup when we break

Continued on page 2



figureat the Central Officewhoseabsencewill be
keenly felt by anyonewho had occasionto e-mail,
write-to, call, or otherwise contact the Central
Office. Specia thanksmust of coursegoto
Convention Chair Dr. Elizabeth Holtze, whose
effortsbrought thisconferenceinto being, andto
the Board of Directors.

Continued from 1

into regiona caucuses) and hopethat anyone
reading thiswhowasn'tin DaytonaBeach
will start thinking about K ansas City 2005.

I’ veenjoyed working with your
enthus astic and capable Southern Student
Representative, Elizabeth Suergiu, who was
re-elected for asecond termin the Southern
Caucus. She’'sdoneafinejobwith our
newlettersand other duties, and | encourage
youto contact her with concernsor ideas.

L et mealso urgeeveryoneinour
region to apply for scholarshipsand awards.
Do not assumethat “ other people’ get these
awards. If you do, then“they doand you
don't” (doesthat make sense?). Serioudly,
thereisno advantageto beingfromalarge
rather than asmall chapter or school, and
everyoneisonanevenplayingfield. Sgma
Tau Detaofferssignificant monetary awards.
Please check thewebsite after August to get
thelatest application formsandinformation.

My roleasRegent isto offer you
support, advice, help and even (some)
money for certain activities. | quote-with
some caution—thefollowing statement from
our handbook: “Your regentismorethan
happy to giveyoufinancia helpfor hostinga
conference.” It doestake about ayear to
organizeaconference and requiresastrong
faculty sponsor and chapter membership.
Our handbook (at thewebsite) outlinesthe
step-by-step how-to’'saswell asthe benefits
ingreet detall.

Right now we' redl intheApril
cycloneof assgnmentsand papers, soit’s
hard to think of anything but getting through.
However, it'snot abad timeto think of the

Your ASR for 2004-05

Gianni Hernandez wasborn and raisedin Miami
FloridaandisaJdunior at Barry University mgoring
inEnglish Literature. Heisawriter of short

stories, poemsand isworking onanovel. Gianni
hopesto attend graduate school in New York City
and eventualy writefor the daytime soap opera“ Al
My Chidren.” FavoriteAuthorsinclude Geoffrey
Chaucer, KatherineAnne Porter and Cristina
Garcia

Continued from 1

Graphics(http://imww.english.or g/gr aphics.shtml)
Thissegment of thewebsite hasall the graphicsyou need
to put together an official SigmaTau Deltawebsite, to
draft chapter |etterhead, or to add alighthearted €l ement
to any chapter publication

TheCalendar (http://www.english.org/
calendar.shtml)

Hereiswhereyouwill findlisted al deadlinesby month
aongwithlinksto applications.

TheDirectory (http://www.english.org/
directory.shtml)
Find chapterslisted by state.
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papersyou arewriting aspotentia presentationsfor the
next convention. They can berevised and polished
beforethe November deadline. Asalways| encourage
you to think ahead in order to make things happen.
Now isthetimeto plan. Planto apply for chapter,
journal, and websiteawards and, of course, for
scholarships.
| wishdl of you asuccessful completiontothe

current semester and aproductive and enjoyable
summer break. Finaly, congratulationsto all thosewho
aregraduating (and remember our new Alumni-at-large
Chapter).

Lillian Schanfied

Barry Univergty, Miami
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Contacts (http://www.english.org/
contacts.shtml)

Hereyou will find the names, business addresses,
and phone numbersof any board member. The
listing includese-mailsand alisting of the contact
information for the Centra Office.

Sudent Positions (http://www.english.or g/
students.shtml)

A must for anyonewishing to becomeaboard
member. Thiscontainslinksto all the necessary
gpplicationsfor student positions.

Spotlight: The Book-Go-

Round
By Elizabeth Suergiu

SigmaTau Delta' s Student L eadership
Committee hasrecently begunitsnew pet
project, the Book-Go-Round. Thisendeavor isa
way of promoting theintimacy of literature;
books mean something to those who read them
and thismeaning isoften deeper thanasmple
classassignment or passing interest. The book go
round isaway of sharing not only our books but
themeaning of our booksansthereal, personal
importancewhich bookshavefor us.

Simply go to the Book-Go-Round
section of the Sigma Tau DeltaWebsite (http:/
www.english.org/bgr.shtml) andfill out a“new
book form.” Thewebmaster will e-mail aunique
| D number. Writethat number inthe book along
with the messagethat thisbook ispart of Sigma
Tau Delta sBook-Go-Round. Thenleaveyour
own message, if you choose. It can be something
smple, or something more complex, something
about the story or about your own personal
relationshipwiththestory.

L eavethe book some place conspicuous
(airportsor bus stopsare good suggestions) and
wait. Check thewebsiteperiodicdly at http://
www.english.org/bgr_library.shtml to seethe
status and whereabouts of your book. Your book
may travel nationwideor may stay inarelatively
smdl area. Regardless of mileage, your book will
make ajourney inwhichyou can partake.

How do you succeed
without trying?

Sudentsaretheliteblood of SigmaTau Delta.
It sayssoinour manuals. Student involvement isan
enduring principleof our organization. Nothing Sigma
Tau Deltaachieves, either the conferences, or the
publications, or the service, could beaccomplished
without thedrive of dedicated studentswillingto
devotetheir timeand effort to the organization.

Thusit isperplexing why the southernregion
hasitsstudent leadership rolesfilled exclusvely by
studentsat Barry University. Student leadershiproles
arefilled through eections. Thereisonly onerule: fill
out the appropriate application and deliver it to Dr.
Lillian Schanfield, the Southern Regent, sometime
beforetheregional caucus. Inthepast it hasbeen
necessary to have* off the cuff” eections, but when
someonefillsout aform, no one should surprised
when that persomiselected by default. Thesame
goesfor both A ssociate and Student Representatives.

Therewasat this conference thewhispered
word*“ nepotism.” Let meclarify now: thisisnot and
cannot bethe case. Barry University, Dr. Schanfield,
and mysdlf, havenoinfluenceover whointhe
Southern region fillsout an application. That
responsibility lieswith students. Every chapter, and
thereforeevery university, hasonly onevote. But
thereisno voteunlessthereare candidates. Thereare
no candidates unlessthere are dedicated students
with gpplications.

Thisisnot intended to offend. Many people
consider running and choose not to. Thisisfine. We
vaueal studentinvolvment ondl levels. Not
everyoneneedsto be SR or ASR infact, thiswould
beundesirable, to say theleast.

Our regionisheavily activeand turnsout
brilliant papers, stories, poems, and skits. But part of
thejob of Student Representativeisto encourage
peopletofill thisrolewhen | am nolonger capabl e of
doing so. | encourageeveryonetofill out an
application. My work with SigmaTau Deltahasbeen
some of themost rewarding | have ever done. Itisan
opportunity not to betaken lightly, but a so not to be
takenfor granted.




Barry University/Department of English
11300 N.E. 2nd Ave

Miami Shores, FL

33161



