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Greetingstodl SgmaTau Deltans
from the Southern Student Representative,
Elizabeth Suergiu.

A year has passed and once more
welook forward to convention. Thisyear
thegteof theconventionistheWestin
Crowne Center in Kansas City, Missouri.
The Crowne Center isacombination hotel
and mall with stores, restaurants, afood
court, and moviethesater all adjacent tothe
mainlobby. Anenclosed walkway linksthe
Crowne Center to Union Station, and Thal,
Mexican, and steakhouserestaurantsareal
withinwaking distance.

Thebook driveisback infull
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Chapter Updates

TheMississippi State Xi Chapter had itsfirst
induction banquet in October of last year. We
sponsered a used clothing and canned food
drivefor thePamer Children'sHome, alocal
charity. We are still getting out feet wet but
hopeto do moreinthefuture.

BradVice

[Dr. Lisa Johnson became the new faculty
advisor for the Chi Rho chapter of SigmaTau
Deltaat Coasta CarolinaUniversity last Fall].
Toincreaseour presenceon campusthisyear,
wearegettinginvolvedin celebrating Banned
Books Week. Our theme is “Censorship
Discriminates,” and we are having a
combination Read-Out and Festival, with
students reading from banned books, a DJ
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From the Regent

Fdl Greetingsfrom
your hurricane-weary”
Regent: | usualy make
somemention of our
2 . Floridaweather, being

L= awarethat the
Southernregionissolargeand diverse,
but asyou can seefrommy greeting
above, it'satopic better left
undiscussed.

Your student representative,
Elizabeth Suergiuand | bothreturned a
few weeksago fromthe Fall board
meeting in Kansas City, Missouri, which
will bethe host city for our 2005
conventioninMarch. Itisanexciting
venuefor aconference (jazz, barbeque,
fountains, Truman Library, etc.), but it
won't “ happenfor you” unlessyou begin
planning. If you haveattended in the
past, you know that therewill beat |east
500 studentsinterested in thosethings
that interest you. Therewill beauthors
whowill speak, meet with studentsand
sign books. Therewill bereadingsof
papersand original poetry and prose.
Andtherewill befun. Now isthetime
to get ready, to get your finances
organized and to revise or write a paper
or organizeapanel.

If your chapter hasnot attended
inthe past three years because of
money, contact meas| may beableto
giveyou someassi stance.

Also, speaking as Chair of the
Scholarship Committee, | remind you that
it'snot too late to apply for scholarships
and awards (deadline October 30).
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Q&0 long as men can breathe or epes can see..

swing. Last year we successfully raised hundreds of books
and hundredsmoredollars. All chaptersare encouraged to
bring booksto help support thisyear’sofficia charity
recipient Kansas City Promise. Choosing alocal literacy
foundation isone of theways SigmaTau Deltagivesback
toitshost community, and | and the entire Student

L eadership council hopeto meet and perhaps surpass|ast
year’srecord.

Aswesettleinto the Fall semester, | would liketo
encourageal sophomoresand juniorsinthe Southern
region to run for Student Representative. It hasbeen both
my honor and pleasureto serve asthe Southern Student
Representativefor two years, but itisequally an honor and
privilegeto passaong thisposition to candidates of the
Southern Region. Pleaseremember that nominationswill
not be taken from thefloor during the Southern Caucus;
applicantsmust submit their paperwork ahead of time.
Applicationsareavailableonlineat www.english.org.

Thetimeto prepare scholarship packets,
convention essays, and applicationsgrowsever shorter. As
you begin putting together your entriesand submissions,
remember that Missouri isaconvergence of many forces.
Steamboats brought visitorsfrom many nationsthrough the
great waterwaysto peoplethetownsof the Midwest.
Abolitionistsand dave-supportersfought their battleson
theoutskirtsof towns. Native Americansfought for the
preservation of their territory against the surging expansion.
All of thesevoicesarerooted inthisland, spoken through
thestruggles, failures, and successes of our nation’searly
people.

Our themethisyear is“unheard melodies.” Aswe
journey to Kansas City, itisworthy to remember the
pioneer spirit which blazed thewell-beatentrails. The
promise and potential of theworld arewhat drivethe spirits
of discovery and creativity. Never isthismoretruethanin
English. What voicesareunheard until wegivethemform
onthe page?

| look forward to seeing al of you, andwishyou a
successful semester.

Contact Information:;

Student Representative: Maylaurel 11@aol.com
Regent: Ischanfidd@mail .barry.edu

If you have an active chapter and think you
might want to organizearegiona or state conference,
remember that it takesat least asemester of planning.
Check out our handbook at thewebsite; it provides
a step-by-step procedure and contains much
important information.

| hopeto see many of youin Kansas City; |
hope to see many of your scholarship applications.
And in the meantime, | wish al of you a busy,
productive, literary semester!

Lillian Schanfield, Southern Regent
Barry Univergty, Miami
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playing banned or censored music, and posters created
by faculty and various student organizations about the
history of censorship acrossthedisciplineswithaspecia
focus on how censorship or banningisusedto silence
minority viewpoints (women, people of color, sexual
minorities, etc.). There will be a showing of the
controversd film,“Y TuMamaTambien,” in relationto
BBW, and afaculty roundtablediscusson of “ Controversy
inthe Classroom,” addressing the principleof academic
freedom and thedifficulty of introducing controversia
subject matter inthe classroom.

Dr. LisaJohnson
Department of English
Coadd CarolinaUniversity

Over thepast year, the University of Alabamain
Huntsville's(UAH) Upsilon Mu Chapter hasmadeits
presence better known on campus. We had a very
successful fundrai ser—abook and bake sale—last year,
which we are currently preparing for again thisyear.
Another smaller-scalefundrai ser we added afew years
agoisour Vaenting sDay raffleinwhichwesd | chances
towin chocolate and Shakespeare-related videos. The
fundsraised from the book and bake sale enable usto
co-sponsor a Shakespearefestival at our university—
the Shenandoah Shakespeare Express. SgmaTau Delta
assistsby supplying ushersfor thisevent, and we also
provideapotluck dinner for the actors after the second
evening’s performance. We decided to add adinner and
theater night wherewetrested our memberstoanevening
at alocal theater. Thiswasagreat opportunity to thank
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our membersfor their hard work throughout the year.
Hesther Byland
President

Upsilon Mu Chapter
Universty of AlabamainHuntsville

STD Conference Checklist

_____November. Consider early submissions.
Remember that submissions will be read in the
order they are received. Begin to consider
nominations for sponsors and websites.

___ November 25, 2003: Deadline for papers
and panels. All submissions for the Daytona 2004
Conference must be mailed. All submissions must
be postmarked no later than this date.

November 30, 2003: Deadline for Elaine W.
Hughes Outstanding Sponsor Nominations.

November 30, 2003: Deadline for
Outstanding Chapter Website Award application
packets.

____December-January. Consider travel
arrangement to and from Kansas City. Letters of
acceptance will be sent via e-mail, so check online
mailboxes periodically

March 1, 2004: Deadline for submissions
to the National Newsletter.

March 30, 2004: Deadline for Study Abroad
Second Round application packets.

April 30, 2004: Deadline for all Rectangle
Submissions.

Elizabeth Suergiu

Book Drive 2004

Sigma Tau Delta offers its students the
opportunity bothto exercisetheir skillsin Englishand
to sharetheir enthusiasmfor thewritten word with the
world. Part of Englishisfostering the same passionfor
literaturewhich holdsusasasociety together.
Inthisrespect we arefortunateto have the opportunity
toservewithin our chaptersand d sothrough thenationa
convention’sbook drive.

Last year our book drivewasan unprecedented
success, generating over three hundred booksand two
hundred dollarsinrevenuefor charity. Welook forward
to similar successthisyear. Each chapter isasked to
bring at least one book per person attending the
convention. Thisisthe minimum recommendation, but
both the Student Reps and the Board encouragetheir
chaptersto host book drives on campusand intheir
local communitiesintheeffort toincrease our volume
of books. Those who do not bring books are
encouraged to donate one dollar per person in the
chapter. Each year we chooseacharity inour host city
to be the recipient of our book drive. Thisyear the
organization we have chosen isKansas City Promise,
an organi zation that worksin conjunction with other
Kansas City literacy groupsto acquireand distribute
resources urgently needed in different communities.
Some of the organi zations benefiting from our book
drivewill beWhatsoever Community Center, agroup
that needsbooksfor their community; Independence
Academy, an alternative high school that needsbooks
for their library and to giveto sudentswho cannot afford
to purchase books; and Reach Out and Read, which
supplies and reads booksto sick children. You can
find out more about Kansas City Promise by visiting
their website <http://www.pfc.org/
promise_about.shtml>. Check out their databaseto
learn more about the organi zationsthat they serve.

BecauseKansas City Promiseworkswith many
types of literacy initiatives, all kinds of books are
welcome. Bring asmany booksasyou can, or makeit
achapter project. However you chooseto participate,
know that what isat the core of thisproject isservice
to our hosting community. | hopethiswill be our most
successful book driveyet.

Elizabeth Suergiu
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